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The Meeting of January 19th, 2017

Adoption: One Family’s Experience

Redding Rotarian, Joe Ayer gave us a first hand look at the process of adopting a child. First there
was the family decision to adopt a child. That turned out to be the easiest part of the process. There
are multiple agencies to contact when the decision is made to adopt. Joe and Kara
contacted Shasta County’s Children’s Services, Resource Family Approval Unit.

A few facts about foster children:
e Over 400,000 children are in foster care in the United States
o Every two minutes another child enters foster care in the United States.
e Shasta County has just over 450 children in foster care.

The process starts with home visits, interviews, background checks, fingerprints,
CPR/First Aid testing and financial checking. It seems the process goes on and on.
Personal questions about your work, marriage and home life are standard.

An interesting thought from Joe was when telling his children they were trying to adopt a new
family member, the kids thought it was like adopting a new puppy. It all boiled down to letting the
kids know we get what comes our way. During the process of selecting the child they were told the
child would be a boy and was two and one half years old. He was being taken away from a family
and would be available soon. Suddenly Joe and Kara got a phone call and said they needed to take
the child that very day. The boys name is Brandon. Once he arrived it was ob-
a9 vious he had been abused. There were bruises on his legs and a knot on his
# skull. Brandon would not give them direct eye contact. It was difficult if not im-
possible to get any response from him.

During the first week in the Ayer’s home there were 11 appointments to
keep. Some were at home, some were at agencies, some were with attor-
neys. The list went on and on. The child has an attorney, the County has an
attorney and the biological parents each have an attorney. The goal during the
first six month is reunification with the biological family.

During this time Brandon had nightmares and threw violent tantrums. To
the author this sounds like post traumatic stress. This means Brandon was
seeing a psychologist as part of his therapy and treatment.

A Happy Brandon



Adoption: One Family’s Experience

The usual process takes about six months. In the case of Brandon joining the Ayer's family, it
took three years. Joe’s comment was the process is almost overwhelming. It is very expensive,
with all the people involved it couldn’t be anything else. Joe feels the adoption process in California
is broken. In the question period one Rotarian, who had worked with the adoption process in anoth-
er state said people say stay away from California if you want to adopt a child.

A Diana Wagner from Resource Family Approval was next to

. |speak. She mentioned there are 466 children waiting now to be
- |adopted in Shasta County. Many have been abused. Many
have been commercially exploited. Many are from homes
whose parents have been drug addicts. All of these conditions
_ | are the worst that anyone can possibly imagine.

Once approved the child is placed in the foster home for
“|care. Depending on the Resource Family goals the placement
T ~__|could lead to adoption or legal guardianship. Family Resource
Joe and family today. doesn’t guarantee placement of the child. These decisions are
made by the child’s County Worker and the courts.

RFA focuses on lifelong relationships. In the case of the Joe Ayer's family Brandon has been
legally adopted. He is a happy boy, knowing those around him love and care for him.
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Honor to Youth presents Sofia from Turtle Bay. She has been a
volunteer coordinator for two and one half years. She excels in educa-
Tl tion, horticulture, animal care and special events. Here school involve-
ment include clubs, sports and outside activities. Sofia attends karate

Sofia has always been interested in the stars and space. She is con-
sidering a career in astrobiology. She is also looking at medicine.

Honor to Youth is honored to present Melina from West Valley
High School. She was selected for her academic excellence, leader-
ship skills and community service. She is on the principals honor
role.

Melina has a GPA of 3.66 and achieved other honors and awards.
School involvement includes golf, dance and Gear Up. She has been
a leader in SOAR, 4-H and Future Farmers of America.

She plans to attend Texas A&M University to major in genetic

Jim Schlueter has achieved his Blue
Y Badge. Congratulations Jim!!!
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President Ray’s Recognitions

Starting things off came comments from John Dunlap. Prez Ray showing his appreciation for
John comments acknowledged John by accepting a $200 donation. Thanks John!!!

Next came Tom Semingson’s comments that cost him a century note. Thanks Tom.

Gary Engel was then recognized for his continued support of Redding Rotary and his gen-
erosity especially by donating a free 8 X 10 picture to those who had a picture taken at the recent
Redding Rotary Christmas party. If you haven’t received your picture contact Gary.

Finally Kathy Malain was caught on camera pretending to be a bull fighter.
This image was evidently taken in Spain. Kathy made it clear that she was not
in the bull ring but only pretending to face the bull. She was also seen in Portu-
gal visiting the places of interest. This great time motivated Kathy to donate
$100 for the Spain visit and another $100 for her good times in Portugal. Very
much appreciated Kathy!!!

At The McConnell Foundation
Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m. at The McConnell Foundation
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Reyusay Bousl-A-Ghon Support Keyway

Saturday, February 25th by signing up for a team!

Shasta Lanes (Off Lake Blvd.) 70’s Tie-Dye Theme
Check-in 6:00pm
Bowling 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Awards 8:30pm
Email Eva Jimenez for a
Team Registration Fees are $200, $50 per Bowler Sponsor form

Express Editor and Production, Tom Stovall 3



Adoptions are open November 1 - December 4
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=% JessicasWhitlow, CCIM =

Commercial Real Estate
BRE Lic.# 01941996

Mobile ¢ 530.205.5593 \
Office ¢ 530.221.1127 C(‘IM

Jessica@Haedrich.com
Commercial Sales ¢

Leasing ¢

Consulting

Tiger Michiels
Paintings
Cards
Photogaphy
T-shirts
Real Estate
Classic Automobiles

Janice C. Cunningham, CCIM, CRE, CPM*
Principel

2515 Pak Marina Drive, Suice 200
Redding, CA 96001

(530) 2454600 1
Direct (330) 242 8003 .
FAX (530) 2455984 QRE
e-mail: jcunningham@coxrec.com
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Real Estate
Consultants

President Ray Stewart
Appreciates your ad
support
YOUR AD HERE
Contact Tom Stovall

Frustrated with the rising costs of health
benefits for your employees? We can help!

{[nlimated;
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Health. Cone

WellcareMD

Direct Primary Care

Dr. Jill Friesen 262-6626 wellcaremd.com

JUDy

L.PR
Phone: 53

Foothill Distributing

W Gary Burks
The Great American Lager 243 i 3 9 3 2

Email click here

(.K-GIBHS
AMERICAN GRILLE

Ed Rullman

Entertainment — Lunch — Dinner
221-2335 Web Site click here

Nikki Anthony
Branch Manager

Adecco

SUpel’*SfOl’S 1080 East Cypress Avenue
Suite D

Redding , CA 96002
Direct: 530.226.5050
Mobile: 530.520.1673

nicole.anthony@adeccona.com

linkedin.com/in/anthonynikki [

adeccousa.com

Pat & Bernice Corey
McHale Sign Co.
223-2030
MCHALE
SIGN CO..
Bl

President Ray Stewart
Appreciates your ad
support
YOUR AD HERE
Contact Tom Stovall

SagePoint Financial, Inc

Sherrill Bambauer

243-5646
email click here

EMPIRE RECOVERY CENTER

FOR THE RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE

MARJEANNE STONE B.A, M-RAS, CA.D.C. I,
Executive Director

1237 California Street

Redding, California 96001-0618 )

(530) 243-7470 - (530) 945-5968 %

FAX (530) 243-7477

www.empirerecoverycenter.org

Member Agency
of the United Way

Kendell Seamans
Steven L. Williums
Brian Seamans

™

-
INTERWEST

INSURANCE SERVICES, LLC

310 Hemsted Drive, Suite 200
Redding, CA 96002

Phone (530) 222-1737

Toll Free (800) 485-6533

CA DOI License #0801094 WWW.iwins.com
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Mark Rincon Rotarians making a difference

RVS every day in your community.

RYAN VALUATION SERVICES Fit Physical Therapy
222-2083

Independent Valuations Since 1976

Charles W. Ryan, MAI

1647 Court Street | Redding, CA 96001
PO Box 994226 | Redding, CA 96099-4226
T 530.224.6744 | € 530.941.1642 | F 530.224.2790 | cwryan@rvsmx.com | rysmx.com

@ Bloodsource® :Esd YOI.I DO SAVE LIVES
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POeleome 1o . Old Photos Restored
scottvalleybank.com >
_ e . Cameras: Nikon, Canon Bobby Ranger, Senior VP
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. . Free Photo Classes, Walks
! \ S CRO&WN Gary Erigeil Harry Graszlgggsss(}ary Burks

CAMERA 243-8333
Morgan Stanley

Richard L Hill

Senior Portfolio Manager

D;fi‘d! A. Kehoe

First Vice President

District 1 - Supefisor , Shasta County, California

310 HEMSTED DRIVE tel: (530) 223-4200
- SUITE 100 toll-free (800) 733-6128
—_— REDDING, CA 96002 fax (530) 255-9031

1450 Court St., Suite 308B Redding, CA 96001-1680 direct (530)222-7320
ol Free: (800) 479-8009 email: rick.hill@morganstaniey.com
ista.ca.us
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