
Scholar Athletes for 2017

Today’s Introductions
Greg Balkovek introduced the members of Team 5  (Jason Parker, 
co-captain).Those who helped out in today’s meeting: Jason Parker 
led the flag salute. Mark Rincon led the invocation. Past President 
Greg Balkovek introduced our guests and visitors. Jeff Darlng and 
Dave West were the Sergeant-at-Arms. Amelia Ward greeted, along 
with Jessica Whitlow and Susie Michiels as Keyway greeters.

On the mic today...

Greg Balkovek...
introducing his team

Mark Rincon... 
with the invocation

President Ray...
keeping things in order

Rick Hill 
providing the pre-meeting entertainment

May 5, 2017

Calendar
5/11/17 Ben Byler - Built IT
5/18/17 Off-site at Lake Redding Park, and the speaker will be One Safe Place with 

an optional tour of the facility
5/25/17 Sentinels of Freedom



Announcements
• Tom Stovall  performed the first-of-the-month reading of the names of our honored veterans.

Recognitions
• Matt Morgan for a new car and recent motorcycle racing - his remaining pledge amount was given to the 

club.
• Ken Wood for a new garage and maintenance shed - $300 to the club.

• Janice Cunningham for recently buying the Frisbee Mansion - remaining pledge amount to the club.

Annual Honorary Shan Award
John Mathena led the conferring of Redding Rotary’s 
annual Honorary Shan Award. John reminded us that  
this award is given to a non-Rotary individual in our 
community.  This year’s recipient is Charlotte Bailey. 
Charlotte     is a member of our local Elks Lodge 
and was a graduate of Leadership Redding. She was 
recognized for, among other things, her volunteer 
work with Whiskeytown Visitors’ Center, California 
Highway Patrol, Shasta Mud Run, Cool April Nights, 
and FaithWorks.  

Program Speaker
As part of the Scholar Athlete Program today, Carol Ferguson, managing editor of the Record Searchlight,  
introduced the program speaker, Austin Clark. Austin is a graduate of West Valley High School, where he was 
an award winning football and track athlete. He went on to Sacramento State where he played football and is 
about to graduate in a few weeks. Austin is a 2014 Scholar Athlete recipient, and in addition to being a college 
student, is a performance coach and motivational speaker.

In a presentation directed primarily to the visiting student athletes, he shared 
some anecdotes from his personal life and challenged us all in a couple 
important areas.

Austin shared a sobering story of his life growing up in abusive, fatherless, 
and homeless situations. However through his and his family’s determination,  
they found themselves in a much better place in life, and by all measures, 
Austin is a successful young man with a bright future ahead of him. 

He challenged us all to consider: 1) Where are you going? and 2) When 
are you going to get started? Also, in pursing our goals he challenged us 
to consider a greater purpose than ourselves, and called on us all to be 
extraordinary.

President Ray and John Mathena with Honorary 
Shan Award winner Charlotte Bailey

2014 Scholar Athlete recipient 
Austin Clark



Redding Rotary Scholar Athletes for 2017
As the Scholarship Chair for our club, Lisa Jeter led in the recognitions of our scholar athletes. This year’s 
awards were presented in partnership with the Redding Searchlight and were enhanced by a generous donation 
by the Seamans Family Endowment. Lisa began the presentation by recognizing and thanking Silas Lyons, 
Carol Ferguson, and Michael Chapman of the Record Searchlight. Next, she recognized the Seamans 
family for their $4,000 contribution to the scholarships awarded today. Scholarships awarded today were $500 
each to the finalists, and $1,500 each to the two scholarship winners, for a total of $9,000 awarded. 

Lisa took a few moments to share about Rotary International with our guests and then introduced Carol 
Ferguson  who introduced our speaker Austin Clark. At the conclusion of Austin’s presentation, Michael 
Chapman and Mark Rincon announced the finalists and winners. 

2017 Scholarship winners
Karly G. of Trinity High School 

and 
Jaden A. of Mount Shasta High School
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