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Accents, Bowing Balls, Gratitude and Snow 

 

With the majesty of snow cloaked Shasta Bally as a backdrop, this weeks Rotary luncheon was the culmination of 

one of Redding Rotary’s biggest and most successful weeks of the year.  May 25th brought us both the Bowl-a-Thon 

and the arrival of most all of our I-House guests, and on Thursday we celebrated both. 

Team 4 Co-Captains Tim Thomas and Karen Karnatz (in spirit) got us jump started.  Tim double dutied with the 

Pledge; greeters were Jack Kimple, Dan Ghidinelli and Marjeanne Stone; President’s Fund Raiser tickets were 

handled by Trudy Tavares; Sergeant-at-Arms were Cindy Fisher and Jeanne Jelke; Jarrod VanLandingham was a 

last minute fill-in as photographer and water-polo afficionado PP Jeff Avery introduced Guests and visiting 

Rotarians.   Rick Fauss led is in the invocation and made a point to remind us that Thursday was the opening day of MLB 

while lamenting that Field Hockey and Badmitton enjoy more 

participation globally.  The humanity!  There were no recognitions. 

INDUCTIONS 

President Mark then introduced 

our newest club member, Ian Stripling.  Ian, Vice President of Land 

Development Engineering with Sharrah, Dunlap, Sawyer, Inc., was 

sponsored by PP Greg Dunbar. 

 

Left to Right:  Greg Balkovec, Greg 

Dunbar, Ian Stripling and Mark 

Ball 



The large group in attendance then received a special treat.  Amelia 

Ward introduced Mado.  Mado is an I-House exchange student from 

Rwanda.  She is a fantastic dancer and subsequently performed a 

traditional Rwandan dance that was beautiful.  She admitted that her 

dress was not authentic, but the dance certainly was.  Thank you, Mado! 

 

 

 

I-HOUSE 

After Mado’s dancing PP Amelia Ward, PP Tiger 

Michiels and PP Kathy Anderson took the stage to detail the last week of I-

House adventures.  Beginning on Monday, over 30 exchange  students from 

21 different countries packed as much of the Northern California experience into 

their days as possible.  Some touched snow for the first time on Monday during a 

ski trip to Mount Shasta.  Tuesday’s houseboat adventure was canceled due to 

weather, but that never stopped a diligent Rotarian.  In Spirit of Rotary Award 

fashion, up stepped Scott Putnam, opening his home to all 31 students for a day of 

hot tubs, billiards, ping-pong, games, great food and swimming.  Yes, ….swimming.  

It seems the hot-tub was so deliciously warm that some students felt it necessary 

to jump in the swimming pool to cool down.  

What fun!  It was a perfect opportunity to 

display the generosity and selflessness that 

define Rotary Club, and Scott and the I-House 

team delivered.  Upon their introductions, 

many of the students made a point to express 

how much this experience affected them.  Wednesday included horseback riding, 

Turtle Bay and the Sundial Bridge, capped off with an evening BBQ and line dancing 

at the Anderson Rotary Club.  Thursday, before 

the Rotary meeting, they toured Shasta Dam. 

For the next half hour the microphone was 

passed from one student to the next so that 

they could introduce themselves and tell where 

they come from.  But each person could not resist taking the opportunity to 

applaud their hosts, the community and Rotary.  The gratitude was palpable.  Tales 

Mado 

Left to Right:  Kathy Anderson, Tiger 

Michiels and Amelia Ward 



of service, sacrifice, kindness, warmth 

and love were overflowing.  Your 

author lost count early on of how 

many versions of “I can’t believe they 

cooked me breakfast every morning” 

were shared.  

 

 

 Bowl-a-Thon 

Special recognition to Jarrod VanLandingham and Ken Freigher for organizing the very successful Bowl-a-Thon on 

Saturday March 25th.  This Keyway event is one of our biggest fundraisers and although the final accounting is not done 

Jarrod reluctantly estimated the take was in the neighborhood of $9K.  The theme was Cartoon night and many 

Rotarians put considerable effort into playing the part, with the Alice in Wonderland crew winning the prize.  

Congratualtions and thanks to the Keyway members who made this a success. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


