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PAST PRESIDENTS DAY

OPENING

The meeting of December 14 was a bit more
upscale than usual. Rotarians and guests were
treated to prime rib and an open bar. Some TEAM .
members made better use of the bar than '
others. It was brought to us by Past President’s
and Team 2....mostly by Past Presidents and in
particular PP Ed Rullman who served as MC,
Santa, and comedian. In people-pleasing
fashion PP Ed opened with the “garbage stuff”:
greeters were PP Jeff Avery and PP Joe Ayer;
PP Amelia Ward teamed up with Melinda
Brown to sell President’s Fund Raiser tickets;

PAST PRESIDENTS

Joe Wyse gave the invocation; Mike Warren
served as Seargent-at-Arms; PP Greg Balkovek
took photos; PP Art Smithson introduced visitors
and guests and PP Dave Gerard led us in the
pledge...... um, Dave? Dave? Are you here? Well
then, PP Lou Gerard, would you mind?

i Take a moment and review the above names. Nine
out of twelve are preceded by PP. A huge “thank-
you” should go out from all Rotarians to all
presidents, past and present. Their sacrifice,

i dedication, passion and energy is what holds this
club together.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

It is with great sadness that Joe Wyse announced to the club the recent passing of PP Ray
Stewart’s wife. The club offers its most heart-felt condolences.
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= Wilber Simons (Rotarian) was the "program” dressed as Santa
Claus with five members of the Music Department at Shasta
College helping out by singing A Capella songs like O’'Come All
Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night".
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Tenessa Audette shared her craft talk
with us today. Tenessa is an
interesting character as she detailed in
her 90mph seven-minute talk.
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Tenessa comes from a gigantic Italian
family that is rich with veterans and
athletes. Indeed, her father still
competes at softball at the age of 74.

Tenessa is an overcomer. She was
raised poor. She did not get her first
bed until she was nine. Her parents became involved in the Charismatic Movement of the late
seventies, and they traveled the country on a bus. At 15 her parents divorced and she racked up 9
ACE’s scores in 3 years. At 17 she hopped a train to San Diego where she put herself through
school, sometimes sleeping in her car to make it work.

She assured us a couple of times she has evidence to back all this up, because you should never
take a politician at their word! In spite of this, the evidence is curiously missing for her show on
Nickelodeon, which never got past the pilot stage.

Married with three children, she moved her family to Redding in 2013 looking for a safer place to raise
their children. Tenessa has always aspired to government and has been involved in twelve
campaigns over her ten years in Redding, including her own for City Council and her newest
ambition, to join the California Assembly. Tenessa says she loves to argue and thus the Assembly is
perfect for her. We think Rotary is a perfect place for you as well, Tenessa. Thanks for sharing.



PAST PRESDENT’S PRESENTATIONS

PP Ed Rullman started with a brief introduction of the role of Past President’s, which is primarily to
nominate the slate of Rotarians to run for office. Then PP Ed introduced each of 4 Past Presidents
who took the stage to speak about their term in office.

JOE AYER

PP Joe (Arggggh!) Ayer served from 2021-2022. PP Joe earned the
marauding moniker when the late Diantha Reynolds, while introducing her
team to start a meeting, repeatedly stumbled over the surname, and the
soubriquet stuck.

PP Joe’s presidency was dominated by the Covid pandemic. This bit of
difficulty led to an ill-advised and now infamous survey emailed to the club.
PP Joe’s first bit of advice to future president’s is to NOT start your term with
a club wide survey.

Another consequential product of the PP Joe Ayer presidency was the
conception of the Haunted House. Thanks to the brainstorming of Randy Tate and his fundraising
committee team, the Haunted House has been an idea that scored.

A few more highlights from PP Joe’s year were the Coffin Induction, the PP Pat Corey face-sign
sprawl; the awkward Challenge Coin; and who could forget Eva Jimenez’ Price-is-Right
impersonation after winning the President’'s Card Game.

As if being president was not a big-enough bite at the apple, PP Joe is now serving as Assistant
District Governor.

GREG BALKOVEK

PP Greg Balkovek has been a Rotarian for over 50 years and served as
president from 2010 — 2011. He began by sharing a letter he wrote for the
Spillway as a “thank-you” to the club at the close of his highly successful term.
Even more impressive was that PP Greg served concurrently as the Chairman
of the Chamber of Commerce.

During PP Greg’s 50-year membership Redding Rotary has developed a
reputation in the district as an innovator with a strong financial foundation and a
history of accomplishment. During PP Greg’s term they initiated the Hands
Program, wherein funds were used to assemble and install prosthetic hands to
disabled individuals in India. Wild game dinner fundraisers were a big hit, as was the BBQ Shoot and
Shoes event coordinated along with Anderson Rotary. This event featured playing horseshoes and
shooting skeet along with a huge BBQ. Great fun.

The club received numerous accolades for PP Greg’s term: special recognition and a visit from the
Foundation for Polio Plus efforts; District Training held at Shasta College; Randy Smith awarded for
Stream Team efforts; Club of the Year for District 5160, and the Presidential Citation with Distinction.



PP ART SMITHSON

PP Art Smithson became a Rotarian in October of 1982. One of his favorite
memories was his ping-pong ball game. PP Art is a huge supporter of our
scholarship program, and he wanted his fundraiser to add additional funds for
scholarships, which it did to the tune of $13,000, which increased the
scholarship fund by more than 50%.

PP Art also reminisced about the Sundial Bridge Gala Dinner. This was a
district wide event initiated by our club and three others. It was a dinner and
cocktails event on the Sundial Bridge in late June, and Tuxedo’s with shorts
were not uncommon. It was an enormous success and generated tremendous
revenue for the district.

Near the end of PP Art’s term, feeling something needed to be done to increase community
awareness of Rotary, what we do and contribute, he took out a full-page ad in the Record Searchlight
to educate the public. Great job PP Art, and thanks for serving.

PP JEFF AVERY

The 2019 — 2020 term was a term of “firsts” for PP Jeff Avery. His term saw the
first remote meetings and was the first with no public demotion. PP Jeff was the
first president to start his term without a Rotary bell which was not recovered for
three months. He was also the first and only Rotary Vice President as a stop gap
to fill a need for another check signatory.

PP Jeff shared that you might have thought the pandemic outbreak and remote
meetings were the lowlight of his term, but it turns out his biggest disappointment
was the reception of his PP Ed Rullman remove the shirt game. That game was
shut down early and we all lost the opportunity to spy a shirtless past president, but, thanks to Zoom
meetings, Tiger Michiels fulfilled the need.

LOU GERARD

Although PP Lou Gerard was not a featured speaker on Thursday, the Spillway
would like to recognize PP Lou’s significant contributions to the club. Your author
will turn 60 next year and PP Lou Gerard has been a Rotarian for all but 5 days of
my life. He served as President from 1978 — 1979 and was District Governor after
that.

Next time you see PP Lou please take a moment to thank him for his service to
the club and community.

Thanks, PP Lou.
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SEMINGSON ARCHITECTURE

NMLS #592580

530-646-3863direct
530-244-1986 fax
jilLwilson@usbank.com

Redding Main
1700 Pine St.
PD-CA-REDD
Redding, CA 96001

(Bbank

AND ENGINEERING 4 o
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THOMAS R. SEMINGSON | h R e RS
ARCHITECT
T 530-347-5500 Ed & B rad R uliman *DRY-CLEANING*LAUNDRY*ALTERATIONS*DRAPERIES*
F 530-347-7822 *WEDDING-DRESSES*LEATHER & SUEDES*
tom@semarcinc.com Enterta| n ment - Lu nch —_ D| nner Dry Cleaning Only with Non-Toxic Solvents
3233 BRUSH ST, 221-2335 Web Site Click HERE Lol VI Moo ot 0 i el s
MAIL: P.O. BOX 210 3 . 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
COTTONWOOD, CA 96022 530-241-6612 Teresa Adams - Owner
JILL WILSON usbank.com
VP, District Manager-Shasta Humboldt :"State Farmi &Stateparm

blink,

Optometry

Office: (530) 222-7271
Mobile: (530) 515-5399
DrDavis@BlinkOD.com
2770 Eureka Way, STE 100
Redding, CA 96001

Kristi Davis, OD
BlinkOD.com

Providing Insurance and Financial Services
| Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Jeff Avery, ChFc, CASL, CPCU, CLU
Agent, Lic. #0D09479

e-mail: jeff@jeffavery.net

1822 Buenaventura Bivd., Suite 107, Redding, CA 96001
Phn. 530 243 4600 Fax 530 243 3551

Home 530 243 7155
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BLACH BEVERAGE LLC

Gary Parkinson

General Manager

BLACH

T: (530) 243-3932
F: (530) 338-3288
C: (530) 510-8903
gary.parkinson@blachbeverage.com

1530 Beltline Road
Redding, CA 96003

ALLIED STREAM TEAM

Volunteers Are Welcome,
Weekly Work Sessions at Riverview

“Building better tomorrows by restoring the past”

CONTACT: Randall “Creeky” Smith
530-243-1428

PACIFICSKY

marketing elevated

BRAND VIDEO WEB GRAPHIC
DEVELOPMENT PRODUCTION DEVELOPMENT DESIGN

Bret Christensen  Partner | Marketing Director  pacificsky.co

Land Development

Consultants

SHARRAH I
D U N I_ A P LANDSC t‘l’l\:::«(llrn TURE
S AWYER PRESENTATION GRAPHICS

voce 530.221.1792
fx 530.221.8369

gdunbar@sdsengineering.com

Greg Dunbar, P.E.

CORNERSTONE

.COMMUNITY BANK
Cindy Fisher

Executive Vice President

Chief Credit Officer

NMLS# 498689

530.262.6125 Direct » 530.222.1460 Branch
530.222.4501 Fax
cfisher@bankcornerstone.com

192 Hartnell Ave. + Redding, CA 96002
bankcornerstone.com

Go to ChooseRedding.com for all your
meeting and event planning needs!
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WellcareMD

Direct Primary Care

MARY BRACE, OFFICE MANAGER
530 262-6626 WELLCAREMD.COM

22  Dignity Health.
CDC CongectedyLiving

Joe Ayer, MBA
Executive Director

Dignity Health
Connected Living
200 Mercy Oaks Dr
Redding, CA 96003

main 530.223.6034
office 530.226.3064
cell 916.715.1968

Kendell Seamans
' ' Steven L. Williams

= Brian Seamans
INTERWEST

INSURANCE SERVICES, LLC

310 Hemsted Drive, Svite 200
Redding, (A 96002

Phone (530) 222-1737

Toll Free (300) 485-6533
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Imyers @sheratonredding.com

Sheraton Redding at 82";33 530 319 3455

Sundial Bridge Fax ggg ::g gg?g
820 Sundial Bridge Drive Hotel 530 364 2800
Redding, CA 96001
marriott.com/rddsi

Hotel i Y Ventures, Inc.

by Azul Hospitality Group. Operated under license from Marriott Intemational, Inc.. or one of ks afflates.

Commercial Industrial Steel Buildings

Leslie 5. Willierm

ROBERT S.
BRYANT

CGunursd Contrwctor Inc.
5255 Eastwide Rosd
Rudding, Californin 96001
Ls, No, 173073

(530) 241-6262

Cell; [S30) S49-8245
robinc0S&earthlink.net
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Minuteman
Press.

WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!
Printing « Design
Direct Mail « Promotional Swag
530.221.0400

2920 Innsbruck Dr. Redding, CA 96003
minutemanpressofredding.com

SIGN CO.

CUSTOM ELECTRIC ADVERTISING
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RANCH £ FARMISUPPLY

?wulbzytfwﬂauirsfateml963
GREG & NIKOLA HAWES

Disclaimer: Redding Rotary encourages our members to support our advertisers. The Rotary Club of Redding
does not endorse any one company, business, organization or individual placing an ad in our newsletter.

N/ Obsidian IT

Simple / Scalable / Outsourced IT

TDavis@ObsidianIT.com

2770 Eureka Way, STE 300

TODD DAVIS Redding, CA 96001
Direct: Support:

530-782-5510 530-242-6000

The Pathfinder Group at RBC Wealth Management
Rick Hill

Senior Vice President
Financial Advisor
Senior Portfolio Director

530-806-1316

Rory Greek, CFP®

Vice President
Financial Advisor
Portfolio Manager

Chlicense & nw 530-806-1334  Ca License # 0049740
2515 Park Marina, Suite 201, Redding, CA 96001

Senator K. Maurice Johannessen (=
Secretary, California Dept. of Veterans Affairs(re)

Commissioner California Parks & Recreation (ret
CALIFORNIA VETERANS ASSISTANCE GROUP INC.
KM] Development, LLC

737 Auditorium Drive
Redding, CA 96001

(530) 241-7500
Fax (530) 241-5953

mbjohannessen@gmail.com
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MAXWELL

Judy Maswell, ChFC

1378 Hilboy
S30. 2210841 « www.manwellilcom
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