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Benefits of Good Bugs

Serving At Today’s Meeting

AV Laurie Baker

President’s Fundraiser Ben Sprague
Pledge Ken Wood
Invocation Colin Duffy

Welcome Guests PP Jake Mangas
Greeters Shauna Bambino, Carlene Fish, Judy Maxwell,
Jason Montague, Jeanne Jelke, Dave Rickert

Photographer Judy Maxwell

Sergeant-At-Arms Colin Duffy

On the Mic Today

Pres. Rick Colin Duffy Judy Maxwell PP Jake Mangas
running the show with the invocation introducing team 4 welcoming our guests
Calendar
June 26 Demotion at Mercy Oaks, 6 PM
July 3 Dark
July 10 Installation

July 17 Cal Fire Grant Program



Haunted House Fundraiser Recognitions

Mark Wood celebrated some of the key, heavy-lifting volunteers that made the Haunted House
possible. Here are the photos he shared.




Recognitions

Eva Jimenez was recognized for a new car, a sweet looking
Mercedes. When questioned by her husband if she really
wanted to give up her Tesla, she asked him “new husband or
new car?” He suggested she go with the new car.

She offered up “whatever is left on my commitments”.

Joe Ayer was recognized for his adopted son graduating from 8th
grade. Reportedly, this was the biggest smile that son Brandon
has ever shown. Congrats to him and the family!

“Take whatever is left on my commitments”.

Jack Kimple was recognized for a family trip to Hawaii with the grandchildren. Notable sights
included a zoo with tropical animals and a museum dedicated to WWI and WW2 Hawaiian heroes.

$100 to the club and $100 to his Paul Harris.

Rotarian of the Month

A very well deserved Rotarian of the Month recognition
was presented to super-volunteer Phil McCarthy by our
President Rick. Rick stated “...| wanted to recognize
this person back at the end of May ... he’s here all the
time and he’s at everything, the guys involved. And not
only that, he’s done everything behind the scenes when
he’s asked to help”.




Today’s Program: Benefits of Good Bugs

Joshua Johnson introduced CEO Keith Oakley and R&D
expert Jared Dunham from Beneficial Insectary. Their
presentation explored how their unique industry is making
a global impact, with operations stretching across North
f| America, Europe, Australia, Turkey, Argentina, China,
| France, Germany, and Mexico.

/ They walked through how the industry started way back

L THEMRGIC | in the 1930s, with the discovery of predatory mites, and

. e 0| how it’s evolved over the years thanks to ongoing scientific

research. The spotlight was on their company that began in

1986, founded by Synthia Penn in Redding, California. It's now part of the larger BioBest group (since

2021) and BioFirst, and it specializes in raising “good bugs” that help control pests. Keith explained that

the trick is raising both the pests and their natural predators in balance—because the good bugs need

to eat something too. This natural approach avoids the harmful side effects of chemical pesticides, like
pollution and health risks.

One turning point for the industry came in 2005 in Spain when chemical residues on peppers triggered
a massive shutdown of greenhouse production. That crisis pushed growers to find natural alternatives,
like using predatory mites and tiny parasitic wasps. These biological options not only protect crops but
also don'’t carry the same long-term risks—like pests developing resistance—that chemicals do.

The talk also dived into how tricky it is to raise these tiny creatures. Moving them around the world
takes serious logistics, and breeding them often requires very specific weather conditions, which is why
production happens in places like Mexico, Morocco, and Kenya instead of Redding. Jared shared how
experts use powerful Leica microscopes to identify different mite species—some as small as a human
hair—by looking at details like their jaws or even their reproductive parts at 600x magnification.

They proudly talked about the company’s deep roots in Redding, where it started and still employs
over 175 working across the U.S. The company has grown a lot—from $40 million in revenue to $500
million—and now has facilities in places like Anderson and Oxnard, CA, and near Buffalo, NY. It currently
raises more than seven species of mites, five types of insects, and even a species of bumblebee.

Beyond the science and production, the company works closely with farmers to come up with practical,
tailored solutions. If natural methods won'’t cut it, they’ll even recommend chemical sprays to protect
crops. Their product lineup covers everything from biocontrol (bugs that fight pests) and pollination
(thanks to bumblebees) to microbials and pest monitoring tools. They’re also exploring interesting new
things like native West Coast bumblebees that work well in tricky weather, and using drones to spread
beneficial insects over large areas.

The whole presentation showed just how much this field blends old-school know-how with cutting-edge
tech—and how it’s helping push farming in a more sustainable, eco-friendly direction.

#N BeneficialInsectary
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Call or Text

(530) 227-7271

2770 Eureka Way
BlinkOD.com

Dr. Kristi Davis

Dr. Jody Bickford Dr. Luke Page

LEVEL UP WITH
MANAGED
FOR YOUR BUSINESS

ALLIED STREAM TEAM

Volunteers Are Welcome,
Weekly Work Sessions at Riverview

Building better tomorrows by restoring the past”

CONTACT: Randall “Creeky” Smith
530-243-1428

The Pathfinder Group at RBC Wealth Management

Rick Hill
| Senic sident

2515 Park Manna, Suite 201, Redding, CA 96001
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YOUR AD HERE!

Obsidian IT

Simple / Scalable / Outsourced IT

(530) 242-6000 + Info@ObsidianiT.com -+« ObsidianIT.com

Ed & Brad Rullman

Entertainment - Lunch — Dinner
221-2335 Web Site Click HERE

o% StateFarm

State Farm
Providing Insurar

ice, Bloomington, lllinois 61710

.leﬂ Avery ChFC, CASL, CPCU, CLU
A’r 00947

7 R«xy ing. CA 96001
Phn 530 2434600 Fax 33

Home 530 243 7155 "‘ .

Al RIS
© ©0 0

BRAND VIDEO GRAPYMIC

INALl

MAXWELL

&

Minuteman .
Press. .

Printing « Design
Direct Mail « Promotional Swag

T: (530) 243-3932
F: (530) 338-3288
C: (530) 510-8903
gary.parkinson@blachbeverage.com

1530 Beltline Road
Redding, CA 96003

DEVELOPMENT  PRODUCTION o(vnommv DESIGN 530.221.040
sbruck Dr. Redding, CA 96003
Bret Christensen  Partner | Marketing Director  pacificsky.co A e e ot ‘
Dignity Health.
BLACH BEVERAGE LLC ‘DC’ Connectad Living
Gary Parkinson
e YOUR AD HERE!
BLACH .

The Four-Way Test

of what we think, say or do

Is it the truth?

Is it fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build good will and better friendships?
4, Will it be beneficial to all concerned?




WE GET PERMITS |

320 HARTNELL AVE e

CIVIL ENGINEERS  SURVEYORS

SHARRAH DUNLAP SAWYER

\/ MINIMIZE THE PROCESS

LAND PLANNERS

REDDING, CA - 96002 » 530.221. 1792 * WWW. SDSENGINEERING COM

YOUR AD HERE!

Kendell Seamans
Steven L. Williams
Brian Seamans
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INTERWEST

INSURANCE SERVICES, LLC

310 Hemsted Drive, Suite 200
Redding, CA 96002

Phone (530) 222-1737

Toll Free (800) 485-6533

(A DOI License #0B01094 WWW.iwins.com

Mark Rincon, PT
Fit Physical Therapy
222-2083

CORNERSTONE

COMMUNITY BANK
Cindy Fisher

Executive Vice President

Chief Credit Officer

NMLS# 498689

530.262.6125 Direct * 530.222.1460 Branch
530.222.4501 Fax
cfisher@bankcornerstone.com

192 Hartnell Ave. « Redding, CA 96002
bankcornerstone.com

Go to ChooseRedding.com for all your
meeting and event planning needs!

Senator K. Maurice Johannessen (=
Secretary, California Dept. of Veterans Affairsie
Commissioner California Parks & Recreation (9

CALIFORNIA VETERANS ASSSTANCE GROUP INC.
KMJ Development, LLC

737 Auditorium Drive
Redding, CA 96001

(530) 241-7500
Fax (530) 241-5953

mbjohannessen@gmai.com

N\ Obsidian IT

TDavis@Obsidian|T.com

2770 Eureka Way, STE 300

TODD DAVIS Redding, CA 96001
Direct: Support:

5§30-782-5510 530-242-6000

WE ARE PEOPLE OF ACTION

We connect passionate people with
diverse perspectives to exchange
ideas, forge lifelong friendships, and,
above all, take action to change the
world.

WE ARE OPPORTUNITY-CREATORS

Rotary members look for
opportunities to improve our
communities today and invest in the
next generation for tomorrow.

WE ARE PROBLEM-SOLVERS

Together, we apply our professional
experience and personal commitment
to tackle our communities’ most
persistent problems, finding new,
effective ways to enhance health,
stability, and prosperity across the
globe.




