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Today’s Meeting Brought to you by TEAM 7 
 

Captains – Tenessa Audette and Todd Jones  
 
PP Amelia Ward 

Colin Duffy 

Dan Ghidinelli 

David Rickert 

PP Ed Rullman 

Gary Parkinson 

Ian Stripling 

James Tate 

Mark Rincon 

Parvin Carter 

Robert Maurer 

Rory Greek 

Ryan Burks 
 
 

 



The meeting was opened by President Wendy Dickens 
 
Tenessa Audette and Ryan Burks (filling in for the absent Todd Jones, whose wife, 
Erica Jones, coincidentally, was the guest speaker and did a fabulous job BTW) 
 
 
Greeters for the day were PP Jenn Finnegan, Stephanie Bridget, Bob Mauer, Mark 
Rincon, Colin Duffy, and Susie Michiels. 
 
Pledge by PP Ed Rullman 
 
Invocation by Mark Rincon - A reflection was shared on the anniversary of Martin 
Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech from August 28, 1963, including several 
quotes from the speech. 
 
PP Ed Rullman introduced guests 
 

 
 

President Wendy announced the passing of beloved member PP Lou Girard, a former 
district governor for 5160 who was 94 years old. 
- Members shared fond memories of PP Lou, highlighting his wisdom, leadership, and 
significant contributions to the community, including his service on the Enterprise and 
Old Shasta school boards and his role in starting Leadership Redding. 
- PP Dave Gerard, thanked the club for their 
support and shared that his father had suffered 
from vascular dementia and myasthenia gravis. 
- A funeral service is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 18th at All Saints Episcopal Church, 
followed by a celebration of life at the Redding 
Elks Club. 
- The "Question of the Week" invites members 
to share their fondest memory of PP Lou via a 
QR code for his family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In Remembrance of PP Lou Gerard, DG 5160 2015 - 2016 
 
PP Lou dedicated himself to Rotary and our community, serving as 
President of Redding Rotary (2008-2009) and District Governor 
of 5160 (2015-2016).  
 
His passion for service led to initiatives like Rotary Reads, expanding 
our golf tournament for scholarships, clean water, and launching five 
new satellite clubs. He also secured grants for local needs like 
student backpacks. Internationally, PP Lou co-led a medical clinic in 
El Salvador and supported a polio immunization campaign.  
 
The Redding Chamber of Commerce awarded PP Lou Citizen of the 
year 2001. City of Redding recognized his leadership with an award 
in 2016.  
 
Beyond his achievements, PP Lou will be remembered for his humor, 
spirited attitude, and how he always made people feel welcome. He 
was a mentor, a leader, and a true friend.  
 
Service details will be shared by PP Dave Gerard soon. Please honor PP Lou by sharing your 
memories, stories, and photos; these will bring comfort to his family and all who loved him. PP Lou 
leaves a lasting legacy, and we will miss him greatly. 

 
 

 
 

 
Results of last weeks question: 

 



 
 

 
 

Announcements 
 

PP Greg Balkovek announced the Veterans Committee will hold a brief meeting 
immediately following Thursday’s meeting. 
 
Keyway social and was scheduled for Thursday 8/28 at 4 p.m. at CR Gibbs. 
 
"Great Eight Chili Cook-off" will be announced soon, featuring a competition between 
area clubs. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help the Lassen Park Foundation set up for its annual gala 
on Saturday, September 6th at 10 a.m. at the McConnell Foundation. For more 
information see PP Jenn Finnigan 
 
The next Finance Committee meeting will be on September 3rd, chaired by Ken 
Freigher. 
- The club was awarded a $19,000 district grant 
- The funds will support literacy projects, including the Little Free Library and Dolly 
Parton's Imagination Library. 

 
Recognitions 



 
 
Gary Parkinson out getting 
some dinner, cost was $100 
to the club. 

 
 
 
Ian Stewart is a proud father of a very talented athlete and gladly offered up $100 to 
the club. 

 



 
 

INITIATIVE SUMMARY 
                                                                                   
This citizen-sponsored initiative measure would, if 
approved by a majority of the voters, adopt a 
transaction and use tax in the City of Redding at the 
rate of one percent (1%) With Current sales tax 
numbers, this would raise an additional $30,000,000 
a year. The proceeds from this tax would be legally 
restricted as follows:  

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
▪ REDDING POLICE DEPARTMENT: Twelve percent 
(12%) to be spent on additional staffing, equipment 
and facilities. 
▪ SHASTA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE: Twelve 
percent (12%) to be spent on custody operations and 
jail capacity of the Shasta County Sheriff’s Office. 
▪ REDDING FIRE DEPARTMENT: Thirteen percent 

(13%) on specified activities of the Redding Fire Department, including 
construction and staffing of fire stations, the purchase of equipment, and fire 
mitigation efforts. 

 



INFRASTRUTURE 
 

▪ ROADS: Thirty percent (30%) to be spent on roads and transportation facilities. 
▪ REDDING REGIONAL AIRPORT: Five percent (5%) to be spent on building and 

staffing of an additional terminal and general operations of airport facilities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PARKS AND NORTHERN RIVERFRONT FACILITIES 
 
▪ PARKS: Nine percent (9%) to be spent 
on the construction, improvement, and 
maintenance of City parks, including the 
Redding Sports Park (2.75%), California 
Soccer Park (1.75%), South City Park 
(1.75%), Panorama Park (1.5%), Caldwell 
Park, Lake Redding Park, and the 
Redding Aquatics Center (collectively 
1.25%). 
▪ NORTHERN RIVERFRONT PUBLIC 
FACILITIES: Nine percent (9%) to be 
spent on the construction, improvement, 
and maintenance of public facilities on the 
Northern Riverfront, including the Rodeo 
Grounds (3%) and Civic Auditorium (6%). 

 

 
 
 

 
THE COST OF PASSING 

 
▪ Between 50% and 60% of our sales tax revenue in the City of Redding comes 

from non-city residents. For city residents we expect the cost to be $30/month 
per household. 

▪ 100% of these funds stay in the city of Redding, this will help continue to 
stimulate our economy and put local residents to work 



▪ Travelers and residents of the greater area use our roads, emergency, and parks. 
This small sales tax ensures visitors help pay for the services they use, 
instead of Redding residents taking the full burden. 

 
WHAT’S AT STAKE 

 
The Redding Police Department cut back to one of the lowest staffing levels we have 
seen since 2008. That means we lose all the specialty units such as the bike team, 
CIRT (crisis intervention), park rangers, CSO (community service officers), all non-
emergency response would be eliminated. 
The City will have to start red-tagging fire stations. First on the list will be Fire Station 1, 
but there are 6 stations that need to be brought up to code. We will go down to two 
firefighters per truck, so they will arrive at your house, but be unable to respond until a 
third firefighter arrives. 

 
ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
▪ Strong Financial Oversight: an 

independent citizen oversight 
committee and mandatory annual 
audits.  

▪ These funds cannot legally be moved 
out of the categories listed. Control of 
the funds by the City Council and City 
Management is extremely limited and 
gives the control to the citizens to 
fund what we care most about 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE  UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

September 4 WES Camp update 

September 11 Club Information/input 

September 25 B29 Crash Investigation 

October 2 Sheriff Mike Johnson and Detective Holdroyd & K9Toni 



 

  
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

 

https://www.abwholesaler.com/blach-beverage-llc/
https://www.chooseredding.com/
https://www.crgibbs.com/
https://jeffavery.net/
https://pacificsky.co/
https://minuteman.com/us/locations/ca/redding/
https://locations.dignityhealth.org/connected-living-nstate-07
https://blackbeardiner.com/location/redding/
http://www.fitptredding.com/
https://www.bankcornerstone.com/
https://www.blinkod.com/
http://www.rsbryantinc.com/rsb_home.html
mailto:randall_smith@charter.net



