
Meeting Date: September 25, 2025 

 

Today’s Meeting Brought to you by TEAM 3 
  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

      
                                           

           

            

           

          

          

               

             

        

            

               

          

           

          

B29 Crash Investigations 



Greeters were             ,            and             
Keyway Greeters were              ,                    
Pledge was by             
Invocation by           z 
Introduction of guests by                 
Introduction of guest speaker was by                
 

The meeting was opened by President               
 
 

 
 
               has a sign up sheet circulating and is looking for 10 volunteers to help with a 
professional chef yet to be named.  
 
Also added to the Chili Cook Off is the possibility of a salsa category.  
 
 

Expanding Literacy in Redding 
 
The project's premise is "leave a book, take a book," with the goal of getting books into the 
hands of kids and adults. 
 
Books for the libraries can be obtained from the children's section of the main library, and the 
club also holds book drives. 

                                                

                                

                                                 

                                          

                                              
           

                 

                                                  

                                               

                              

                                 



 
Key partners include Reach Higher Shasta, First 5 Shasta, and the City of Redding, which 
helps with installation and maintenance. 
 
The club's primary role has been to install the libraries, including purchasing concrete and 
posts. 

 
A recent grant will provide funding to build 
more libraries from a waiting list managed by 
Reach Higher Shasta. 
 
 A map of library locations is available on the 
First 5 Shasta website, which also has a form 
for requesting a new library. 
 
 
  
 

Fundraising for One Safe Place 
 

 "Dancing with the Stars," is being held to 
support One Safe Place and Paws for the 
Cause with our own           z 
competing. 
 
Rotarians are encouraged to donate via a 
QR code on flyers.  
 
A challenge was issued for businesses to 
donate, with             and      G     
having already participated. 
 
Eva's Eras Tour, will take place on October 
18th, 2025 at 6 p.m. at the Cascade theater. 
 
 

                                                    

Find out more by

scanning the QR code



 
Results of last week’s 
question. 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s question.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Board Updates 

 
The next board meeting is scheduled for October 14th, 2025 at First 5 Shasta's 393 Park 
Arena Circle. 
 
The Finance Committee will meet on October 1st, 2025 at the same location. 

 
 

              

                     

                     

              

       

                 

                     

         



 
  
 

 

 
 
 

               
                                

                           

                                                       

                  

                                                           

                                                         

                                                     

                                                                

                          

                                                          



Recognitions 
 
 

          was recognized for attending a very lavish wedding 
of a cousin in Lake Cumo Italy and surely the other Rotarian 
in the photo will be recognized as well. 
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 -Guest speaker Heather Buchanan was introduced by                as the author 
of five books, including "When the Letter Stops." 
 
- Her presentation focused on the story of her grandfather, the navigator of a B-29 bomber 

with the Hewitt crew. 
 
- The plane was shot down over Kyushu, Japan, on July 
26th, 1945. 
 
- Nine surviving crew members were taken to the Fukuoka 
1 POW camp. 
 
- On August 15, 1945, three hours after the emperor's 
surrender speech, the camp commandant had the airmen 
executed. 
 
- Heather began writing the story in January 2021, 76 years 
after the events. 
 
- Key materials 
included the 
contents of her 
grandfather's 

footlocker, which had never been opened. - It 
contained uniforms, a bomber jacket, and over 200 
letters.  
 
- Additional research involved her grandfather's 
journals, her grandmother's scrapbook, books like 
*Flyboys* and *Unbroken*, and B-29 Facebook groups. 
 
 
- She also interviewed Rufus Choate, a former POW 
who was held in the adjacent Fukuoka II camp. 
 
- Heather was contacted by Kiriyuki Fukoa, a 
Japanese man who researches B-29 crash sites.  
 

 



- Mr. Fukoa located the crash site, excavated B-29 parts, and sent them to Heather. 
 
- He found an eyewitness, Yoshima Egashira, who was 13 at the time and had kept a drawing 
of the crash. 
 
- He uncovered descriptions of how each crew member was captured and stories from two of 
the executioners. 
 
- He also found a story from villagers who 
cared for an airman they found, believed to 
be Heather's grandfather, before turning him 
in to the police. 
 
- This airman gave the family a pendant with 
a picture of a woman and a little girl. 
 
- Mr. Fukoa holds an annual memorial 
ceremony for the Hewitt crew on July 27th.  
 
- Heather's book was officially released 
during the ceremony in Japan in 2021. 
 
- A news segment about the ceremony prompted another witness, Seiko Baba, to share his 
family's story of finding the airman with the pendant. 
 
- Heather and her daughter plan to travel to Japan in 2026 to attend the ceremony and meet 
Mr. Fukoa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

 

https://www.abwholesaler.com/blach-beverage-llc/
https://www.chooseredding.com/
https://www.crgibbs.com/
https://jeffavery.net/
https://pacificsky.co/
https://minuteman.com/us/locations/ca/redding/
https://locations.dignityhealth.org/connected-living-nstate-07
https://blackbeardiner.com/location/redding/
http://www.fitptredding.com/
https://www.bankcornerstone.com/
https://www.blinkod.com/
http://www.rsbryantinc.com/rsb_home.html
mailto:randall_smith@charter.net

